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Assistant Commissioner for Patents ^ — ~ 

Washington, D.C. 20231 o 

Dear Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
In accordance with 37 CFR 1.51, 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants submit 
herewith patents, publications or other information listed on attached Forms PTO-1449 
for consideration by the Examiner in connection with examination of the present 
application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to constitute an 
admission that any patent, publication or other information referred to herein is "prior 
art" for this invention unless specifically designated as such. 

Under 37 CFR 1.97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall 
not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material 
information as defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. 

The Examiner's attention is respectfully directed to the patents and 
publications listed on the attached Forms PTO-1449. United States Patent 6,085,582 
issued to Tripathi et al.; United States Patents Re. 36,277 and 5,510,269 issued to 
Black et al.; United States Patents 5,184,017 and 5,060,505 issued to Tury et al.; 
United States Patent Des. 330,171 issued to Wilson et al.; United States Patent 
5,099,680 issued to Fournier et al.; and United States Patent 4,822,564 issued to 
Howard are commonly assigned with the present application. 
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An early and favorable action on the merits is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ANDREW R. READING ET AL. 

By: Van Dyke, Gardner, Linn 
& Burkhart, LLP 


Dated : October 1 7 , 200 1 . 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
I hereby certify that this paper along with the attached INFORMATION 
DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (two pages); Forms PTO-1449 (five sheets) and copies 
of information referenced therein (one book); and return postal card are being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 2023 1 


on October 17, 2001. 


Donna J. Ra^ymakei\f 
Van Dyke, Gardner, Linn 

& Burkhart, LLP 
2851 Charlevoix Drive, S.E., Suite 207 
Post Office Box 888695 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49588-8695 
(616) 975-5500 
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